《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – 1 Chronicles》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Character and Contents. Chronicles at first not only formed a single book but probably constituted one continuous work with Ezra and Nehemiah. The English name is a tolerable equivalent of the Hebrew; whilst the corresponding Greek rendering probably means 'supplement' (lit. 'things passed over,' i.e. by the preceding historical books). Its author is unknown; but from the prominence which is given in the book to the Levitical order it has been conjectured that he was himself a Levite. Its contents comprise, (a) certain genealogies, (b) the history of David and Solomon, and (c) the history of Judah (the history of the northern kingdom being entirely omitted). Its date, in conjunction with that of Ezra and Nehemiah, may be approximately determined by the mention in 1 Chronicles 3:24 of the sixth generation after Zerubbabel (who was living in 520 b.c.), which implies a date subsequent to 340 and this is supported by the reference in Nehemiah 12:11, Nehemiah 12:22 to Jaddua, who was high priest in the time of Darius Codomannus (335-330) and of Alexander the Great (336-323). It was thus probably composed not much before 300 b.c., and consequently separated by a much longer period than Kings from the events it records.

2. Sources. Among the sourees of information referred to in the course of the narrative are (a) genealogical tables (1 Chronicles 5:17); (b) the book of the kings of Judah and Israel (2 Chronicles 16:11, the same work being probably meant by the slightly different titles in 2 Chronicles 27:7; 2 Chronicles 33:18); and (c) the writings of certain prophets, Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Ahijah, Shemaiah, Iddo, Jehu, and Isaiah (1 Chronicles 29:29; 2 Chronicles 9:29; 2 Chronicles 12:15; 2 Chronicles 13:22; 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 26:22; 2 Chronicles 32:32). But certain of the authorities included in (c) are expressly stated to have been inserted in the historical work mentioned in (b)—see 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 32:32 RV and it is possible that the others were also embodied in the same book, which will then be the immediate authority to which the writer is principally indebted. It will be obvious, however, from a comparison of the parallels between Chronicles and earlier books of the Bible, that large parts of the former are practically derived from Genesis, Samuel, and especially Kings, by a process of mere transcription; so that at first sight it would seem that the canonical books of Kings constitute the work just alluded to. But as the latter is quoted as recording the prayer of Manasseh, which finds no place in our Kings (2 Chronicles 33:18), and as Chronicles also contains much matter (2 Chronicles 11:5-12; 2 Chronicles 26:6-10; 2 Chronicles 28:17-18) which is likely to have come from an annalistic writing, but does not occur in Kings, it is probable that the book which is cited by name was different from, but based on, our Kings, and was the means through which the writer of Chronicles came to incorporate portions of the latter. The differences between Chronicles and Kings consist of omissions, additions, and minor modifications. The former, besides leaving out all the history of the Ten Tribes after the Separation, omits most of the sins and weaknesses of David and Solomon. Its principal additions comprise details of the Temple organisation and certain incidents in the history of the kings of Judah. For some statements of Kings it substitutes others, the alterations being most noticeable in connexion with numbers, those of Chronicles being generally the higher (cp. 1 Chronicles 21:5 with 2 Samuel 24:9, 2 Chronicles 3:15 with 1 Kings 7:15, 2 Chronicles 4:5 with 1 Kings 7:26).

3. Value. In considering the historical value of Chronicles account need only be taken of those parts in which it differs from Kings. In view of its greater remoteness from the events described, it cannot be considered so good an authority as the latter, and in cases of discrepancy the statements of Kings deserve the preference. In regard to matters upon which it is the sole informant, earlier materials seem to have been utilised; but in many cases the numbers given in connexion with the different subjects are too large to be probable (see 1 Chronicles 29, 2 Chronicles 13, 14, 17, etc.), and later details appear to have been read into the description of the Temple arrangements as organised by David (1 Chronicles 23-26). On the other hand, the religious value of Chronicles is as manifest as that of Kings. In it, as in the latter, those events of the national history have been selected for treatment which most conspicuously illustrated the divine purpose and providence. The writer, even in a greater degree than his predecessor, points the moral of the events which he relates (2 Chronicles 12:12; 2 Chronicles 25:20; 2 Chronicles 27:6), both the judgments and mercies of God being shown to stand in intimate connexion with human conduct. Even if there are anachronisms in his account of the Temple services, light is thereby thrown on the state of the organisation of religion in his own time, and the spiritual instruction conveyed is not seriously affected. The interest manifested in the details of the Temple regulations calls attention to the care which the public worship of God ought at all times to claim. The music, to which such importance is attached, has its value in promoting unity of feeling amongst a number of individual worshippers, and in elevating and sustaining the religious emotions. The author of Chronicles, in dwelling at such length upon the external side of religion, was animated by the spirit of his age. But he is far from being exclusively concerned with the outward forms of worship. He devotes a great deal of space to the activities and teaching of the prophets; and those who have less sympathy than he with religious ceremonial can still derive edification from his work.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-54

Genealogies
The writer begins his history with a series of genealogies, without introduction or heading, which embraces the descendants of Adam to Noah, the descendants of Noah through Japheth, Ham and Shem, the descendants of Abraham through Ishmael and the sons of Keturah, the descendants of Isaac through Esau and the rulers of Edom. These genealogies, which occupy the first nine chapters of this book, and occur frequently throughout the remaining chapters, relate to (a) peoples, (b) localities, (c) families. Those which refer to peoples (1 Chronicles 1:5.) and to localities (1 Chronicles 2:42-43, 1 Chronicles 2:50; 1 Chronicles 7:8) for the most part imply nearness of position, not blood relationship; it is only those which refer to families which are genealogies in the strict sense. Such became extremely important after the exile when descent from Aaron was rigorously required as a condition for the priesthood (Ezra 2:61-62; Nehemiah 7:63-64), and when efforts were made to secure the purity of the Jewish race as a whole against contamination by prohibiting intermarriage with foreigners (Ezra 9, 10 Nehemiah 13:23.). In certain places there are gaps in the lines of descent, some names having fallen out (e.g. 1 Chronicles 2:47; 1 Chronicles 3:22; 1 Chronicles 4:8-9, etc.), whilst others have undergone textual corruption.

If. The names that are enumerated are taken, with a few unimportant variations, from various chapters of the book of Genesis: see Genesis 5, 10, 11, 16, 21, 25, 36.

5. The sons of Japheth] Where several children of one father are mentioned, the descendants of the son through whom the main line of descent is transmitted are reserved until the collateral branches have been described and dismissed: cp. 1 Chronicles 1:29, 1 Chronicles 1:32, 1 Chronicles 1:35.

38. The sons of Seir] These were aboriginal Horite families (Genesis 36:20) who dwelt in Seir (Edom) before the descendants of Esau.

51. And the dukes of Edom were] better, 'and there arose dukes of Edom, to wit, duke Timnah,' etc. The writer implies that after Hadad's death, kings were replaced by dukes.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-55

Genealogies (continued)
The genealogies in this chapter comprise the descendants of Isaac through Israel (Jacob), and the descendants of Judah.

3. The sons of Judah] Some of the names that follow are given differently in the other books where they occur. 

9. Chelubai] the Caleb of 1 Chronicles 2:18, 1 Chronicles 2:42. 

15. David the seventh] In 1 Samuel 17:12 it is implied that Jesse had eight sons.

18. And of Jerioth] The passage is probably corrupt, and Jerioth may be the name of Azubah's father. 

21. The father of Gilead] i.e. the occupier and lord of Gilead: see Numbers 32:40. The term 'father' is used in the same sense in 1 Chronicles 2:24, 1 Chronicles 2:42, 1 Chronicles 2:45, 1 Chronicles 2:50-51, etc.

22. Jair] apparently the Jair of Judges 10:3, Judges 10:4.

23. And he took, etc.] RV 'and Geshur and Aram took the towns of Jair from them.' Geshur was a small Aramean (Syrian) state on the border of the Manassite settlements E. of the Jordan (Deuteronomy 3:14), and the passage implies that the Geshurites and other Aramean peoples eventually deprived the tribe of Manasseh (from whom Machir was descended) of the cities here mentioned.

24. In Caleb-ephratah] The LXX suggests that the true reading is 'Caleb went in unto Ephrath, the wife of his father Hezron' (see 1 Chronicles 2:19), 'who bare him Ashur,' etc. The union here implied was not in early times held to be incestuous, for an heir inherited his father's wives like the rest of his property: cp. 2 Samuel 16:21.

25. The sons of Jerahmeel] For the Jerahmeelites in Israelite history see 1 Samuel 27:10; 1 Samuel 30:29.

35. To Jarha his servant] with the purpose of making him his heir. For the inheritance by a servant of his master's property cp. Eliezer and Abraham: Genesis 15:2 RV. 

49. She bare also Shaaph] better, with the LXX, 'Shaaph' (1 Chronicles 2:47) 'begat the father of Madmannah.'.

50. These were.. Caleb] This sentence refers to the preceding 1 Chronicles 2:42-49, and should be followed by a full stop. The son of Hur, etc.] This should be 'the sons of Hur the firstborn of Ephratah' (1 Chronicles 2:19) 'were: Shobal,' etc.

55. Kenites] for the Kenites in Israelite history see Judges 1:16; Judges 4:11; 1 Samuel 15:6; 1 Samuel 27:10. Rechab] Allusions to the descendants of Rechab occur in 2 Kings 10:15; Jeremiah 35:2.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24

Genealogies (continued)
The genealogies here include the sons of David, his successors on the throne of Judah, and the descendants of Jeconiah (Jehoiachin).

1. The sons of David] Some of the names that follow are given differently in the corresponding sections in 2 Samuel 3:2-5; 2 Samuel 5:13-16 : cp. also 2 Samuel 14:3-7. 

5. Nathan] According to St. Luke's genealogy he was ancestor of our Lord, 2 Samuel 3:31.

Bath-shua] i.e. Bathsheba. 

15. Johanan] This son of Josiah was never king and presumably died before his father. Shallum] probably the Jehoahaz of 2 Kings 23:30, since he was younger than his brother and successor, Jehoiakim: cp. also Jeremiah 22:11.

16. Jeconiah] called also Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:6) and Coniah (Jeremiah 22:24). Zedekiah his son] The Zedekiah of this verse is probably identical with the Zedekiah of 1 Chronicles 3:15, and consequently was brother (not son) of Jehoiakim (2 Kings 24:17), and uncle of Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) whom he succeeded.

17. Jeconiah; Assir] RV 'Jeconiah the captive.' Salathiel] the Shealtiel of Ezra 3:2. He is called son of Jeconiah because he was his heir, but he belonged to the line of Nathan, a younger son of David. 

18. Shenazar] possibly the Sheshbazzar of Ezra 1:8 : see note there. 

19. Zerubbabel] here represented as son of Pedaiah and nephew of Salathiel (Shealtiel); but in Ezra 3:2 styled 'son, of Shealtiel': see note there.

21. Pelatiah, etc.] It seems most likely that this and the five names that follow all represent sons of Hananiah, constituting a single generation, in which case the generations reckoned after Zerubbabel amount to six. Zerubbabel lived about 520 b.c., and if 30 years be reckoned as a generation, the sixth generation would bring the last down to about 340 (the time of Alexander the Great).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-43

Genealogies (continued)
This chapter enumerates further descendants of Judah, and the descendants of Simeon.

1. Sons] rather, 'descendants.' Carmi] probably an accidental substitution (from 1 Chronicles 5:3) for Chelubai or Caleb: see 1 Chronicles 2:9, 1 Chronicles 2:18. 

2. Reaiah] the Haroeh of 1 Chronicles 2:52, whence the posterity of Shobal is continued.

9. And his mother.. sorrow] better,' though his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow' (Heb. ozeb). The sorrow implied by his ominous name was averted by his prayer.

17, 18. And she bare] It has been conjectured that the last clause of 1 Chronicles 4:18 (And these are .. Mered took) should be inserted before these words, Bithiah and Jehudijah (or 'the Jewess') being the two wives of Mered. The daughter of Pharaoh] If Pharaoh here means the king of Egypt, Mered must have been a person of distinction. The name Bithiah (lit. 'daughter of Jehovah') suggests that his Egyptian wife at her marriage adopted the religion of her husband.

19. His wife Hodiah] RV 'the wife of Hodiah.'

22. Who had the dominion in Moab] better, 'who married in Moab' (like Mahlon and Chilion, Ruth 1:1-4). And Jashubi-lehem] The Vulgate suggests the reading, 'and returned to Beth-lehem.'

23. And those.. hedges] RV 'and the inhabitants of Netaim and Gederah.' Dwelt with the king] i.e. on the royal estate as workmen.

24. The Simeonites are mentioned here because they shared Judah's inheritance (Joshua 19:9).

31. Unto the reign of David] The writer seems to be quoting from some account belonging to the time of David, in whose reign a census was taken of the people (2 Samuel 24): cp. 1 Chronicles 7:2. 

41. These written byname] probably those enumerated in 1 Chronicles 4:34-37. The habitations] RV 'the Meunim' (who are the Maonites of Judges 10:12). 

43. The rest of the Amalekites] In spite of Saul's destruction of them, as related in 1 Samuel 15, a certain number survived: see 1 Samuel 27:8; 1 Samuel 30:1; 2 Samuel 8:12. Unto this day] The phrase, like the parallel expressions in Kings, refers to the date of the source which the writer is incorporating in his own work.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-26

Genealogies (continued)
This chapter gives lists of the descendants of Reuben, the families of Gad, and the families of the eastern division of Manasseh.

1. His birthright] This was a portion of the inheritance, twice as great as that given to each of the other sons. The two children of Joseph together received the share which, in right of birth, should have been Reuben's, each being placed on a level with their uncles, the sons of Jacob: cp. Genesis 48:5. And the genealogy] Joseph, though receiving Reuben's birthright, is not given precedence of him in the table of descent; and so Reuben's sons are enumerated before Joseph's.

2. For Judah prevailed, etc.] This v. explains why Judah's descendants were described before those of his elder brother Reuben: he was the ancestor of the royal line. 

6. Tilgath-pilneser] i.e. Tiglath-pileser, whose invasion is described in 2 Kings 15:29.

7. Were the chief, Jeiel, etc.] better, 'were, Jeiel the chief,' etc: cp. the expression in 1 Chronicles 5:12. 

8. Aroer, etc.] All the places named in this v. were E. of the Dead Sea. 

9. The Reubenites touched the Syrian desert between the Euphrates and Palestine.

10. Hagarites] Arabian tribes who traced their descent to Hagar through Ishmael: cp. 1 Chronicles 5:19 with 1 Chronicles 1:31. The east land of Gilead] RV 'The land east of Gilead,' i.e. in the Syrian desert.

16. In Gilead in Bashan] perhaps, better, 'in Gilead, in Jabesh' (1 Samuel 11:1). Bashan was given to Manasseh (Joshua 13:30). Suburbs] better, 'pasture lands,' and so elsewhere.

17. Jeroboam] i.e. Jeroboam II, whose reign was contemporaneous with at least part of Jotham's reign.

22. The captivity] i.e. the deportation of the eastern tribes by Tiglath-pileser: cp. 1 Chronicles 5:6, 1 Chronicles 5:26.

26. Pul.. and.. Tilgath-pilneser] The two names denote the same person, Pul being the proper name of a usurper who in 745 took possession of the Assyrian crown and assumed the title of Tiglath-pileser III (after an earlier sovereign). Halah, etc.] In 2 Kings 15:29; 2 Kings 17:6 these are the places to which the Israelites on the W. of Jordan were deported by Sargon in 722. Habor was the river Chaboras, Halah a city and Gozan a district near it, whilst Hara, if not a corruption, may represent Haran (Genesis 11:31) on the Euphrates. The river Gozan] RV 'the river of Gozan.'

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-81

Genealogies (continued)
This chapter records the descendants of Levi, traces the line of the high priests to the captivity, and enumerates the cities of the Priests and Levites.

3. Nadab, and Abihu] see Leviticus 10:1-2; 1 Chronicles 24:2. Ithamar] The descendants of Ithamar are not given here, but several occur in Samuel and Kings (Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, Ahimelech, Abiathar), and 'courses' of priests who traced their origin to him are enumerated in 1 Chronicles 24.

4. Eleazar begat, etc.] The section 1 Chronicles 6:4-15 is a list of high priests from the death of Aaron to the captivity, but is incomplete, for between Ahitub and Zadok in 1 Chronicles 6:12 another name is inserted in 1 Chronicles 9:11, and several names are omitted which occur in the history of the monarchy, viz. Jehoiada (2 Kings 11:15), Urijah (2 Kings 16:17), and the Azariahs who were contemporary with Uzziah and Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 26:17; 2 Chronicles 31:10). In 1 Chronicles 9:9 and 1 Chronicles 9:10 there is some confusion, for the chronology makes it probable that the Azariah of 1 Chronicles 6:9 (and not of 1 Chronicles 6:10) was the high priest in Solomon's reign.

22. Amminadab] the Izhar of 1 Chronicles 6:38 : Numbers 16:1.

27. Elkanah his son] ought to be followed by 'Samuel his son.'

28. Samuel] Samuel's father Elkanah is here regarded as a Levite, whereas in 1 Sa he is an Ephraimite.

Vashni] This is a corruption of the word for 'the second,' the name of the firstborn (Joel v. 33) being lost.

31-48. The genealogies of David's singers. Such names as Heman, Asaph, Ethan (or Jeduthun) are familiar to us from the Psalm titles. 

39. His brother] i.e. kinsman, or perhaps fellow-craftsman, both being singers:

54. Castles.. coasts] RV 'encampments., borders.' Their's was the lot] RV 'theirs was the first lot': Joshua 21:10. 

61. Which were left] i.e. other descendants of Kohath, exclusive of the sons of Aaron. Out of the half tribe] The names of Ephraim (1 Chronicles 6:66) and Dan are accidentally omitted: see Joshua 21:5.

65. Which are.. names] RV 'which are mentioned by name': 1 Chronicles 6:57-60. 

67. The cities of refuge] In strictness Shechem alone of those mentioned in this and the following vv. was a city of refuge. 

69. And Aijalon] This and the following city belonged to Dan: Joshua 21:23, Joshua 21:24. 

77. The rest of the children of Merari] RV 'the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari.'

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-40

Genealogies (continued)
This chapter traces the descendants of Issachar, Benjamin (Dan), Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, and Asher.

2. Of Tola] The numbers given in this v. are those of Tola's descendants by his younger sons as contrasted with his descendants through his firstborn Uzzi: 1 Chronicles 7:3, 1 Chronicles 7:4.

11. By the heads of their fathers] RV 'according to the heads of their fathers' houses': and so elsewhere. They were divided into a number of patriarchal clans. 

12. Sons of Aher] better, 'the sons of another,' the other' being Dan, from whom Hushim was descended: Genesis 46:23.

14. Whom she bare] The name of Asriel's mother is lost. The Aramitess] i.e. a Syrian woman. 

15. The second] i.e. the second son of Manasseh, Machir being the first.

21. Whom the men of Gath.. slew] The occurrence alluded to probably took place after Israel was settled in Canaan, the Ephraimites having descended from the hill-country to make a raid upon the Philistines in the maritime plain. In 1 Chronicles 7:22 Ephraim is a collective, not a personal, name. 

23. Beriah.. evil] Heb. Beriah.. beraah. 27. Non.. Jehoshuah] i.e. Nun and Joshua. 

28. Gaza] not the Philistine Gaza, which, though it is assigned to Judah in Joshua 15:47, can never have belonged to Ephraim.

40. The children of Asher] These close the historian's enumeration, the descendants of Zebulun being entirely omitted.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-40

Genealogies (continued)
This chapter contains a second account of the descendants of Benjamin, and traces the ancestors and descendants of Saul.

1. Now Benjamin, etc.] The names of Benjamin's descendants are repeated (with some variants) from 1 Chronicles 7:7., in order to lead up to the mention of Saul (1 Chronicles 8:33), the predecessor of David (1 Chronicles 10:14), whose history forms the chief subject of this book.

3. And Abihud] perhaps to be corrected to 'father (Heb. Abi) of Ehud': see 1 Chronicles 8:6 and Judges 3:15. 

6. Removed] RV 'carried them captive': and so in 1 Chronicles 8:7. The occasion is not known. 

8. After he had, etc.] RM 'after he had sent away Hushim and Baara his wives.'

12. Ono and Lod] These towns elsewhere are mentioned only in post-exilic times (Ezra 2:33), so that the personal or family names in these vv. probably belong to that period. Benjamites are expressly mentioned in 1 Chronicles 9:3; Nehemiah 11:4, as being among those who returned from the captivity. 

29. The father of Gibeon] the 'Jehiel' of 1 Chronicles 9:35.

33. Ner begat Kish] Ner and Kish were brothers (1 Chronicles 9:36), so that the text should be corrected to 'Ner begat Abner and Kish begat Saul': cp. 1 Samuel 14 Eshbaal] the 'Ish-bosheth' of 2 Samuel 2:8. The title 'Baal,' meaning 'lord' or 'possessor,' was at first used of Jehovah as well as of other deities (see Hosea 2:16) and entered into several Hebrew names ('Eshbaal,' 'Merib-baal,' 'Beeliada'). But in consequence of the evil associations that gathered round it, it afterwards came to be disused in connexion with the Lord, and in the personal appellations of which it formed part the word bosheth ('shame') was often substituted to indicate abhorrence ('Ish-bosheth,' 'Mephibosheth').

34. Meribbaal] i.e. Mephibosheth: see on 1 Chronicles 8:33. 

40. Archers] for the skill of Benjamites with the bow see 2 Chronicles 14:8.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-44

Genealogies (concluded)
This chapter furnishes a record of the families and numbers of those who dwelt at Jerusalem after the captivity, and relates the ancestry and posterity of Saul.

1. In the book, etc.] RV 'in the book of the kings of Israel: and Judah was carried away.. to Babylon.'

2. Now the first inhabitants, etc.] This section (1 Chronicles 9:2-34) relates to the reoccupation of Jerusalem after the return from the exile, and appears to be a defective duplicate of Nehemiah 11:3 with some variations in the names.

The Israelites] i.e. the lay population as contrasted with the ecclesiastical orders.

Netliinims] These were persons selected from the people, in the ratio of one for every fifty, and given to the Levites as their servants in the times of Moses and David (Numbers 31:47; Ezra 8:20). From the mention of Mehunims among them (Ezra 2:60), who were doubtless descendants of the people of that name who were conquered by Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:7), it has been inferred that they included foreigners who were either prisoners of war, or who surrendered as the Gibeonites did: Joshua 9:27.

5. Shilonites] better, 'Shelanites,' the descendants of Judah's son Shelah: Numbers 26:20.

11. The ruler of the house of God] applied in 2 Chronicles 31:10, 2 Chronicles 31:13 to the high priest, but in 2 Chronicles 35:3 to others besides.

18. The king's gate] In pre-exilic times this communicated between the Temple and the royal palace (2 Kings 16:18). The companies] RV 'the camp': the phrase is transferred from the time of the wanderings, certain positions in the Temple corresponding to similar positions in the camp of the wilderness.

33. These are the singers] a list of names has fallen out. Free] i.e. were exempt from other duties. 

35. And in Gibeon, etc.] This account of Saul's ancestry and descendants is repeated from 1 Chronicles 8:29-38 as an introduction to the narrative of his death given in 1 Chronicles 10.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14

Saul's Overthrow and Death
This chapter is abbreviated from 1 Samuel 31:1-13, but supplements it by statements that Saul's head was fastened in the temple of Dagon, and by a brief explanation of the causes of his overthrow.

6. All his house] This cannot mean 'all his family,' since Ish-bosheth and others of his children survived him (2 Samuel 2:8; 2 Samuel 21:8), but must refer to those of his household who attended him at Gilboa. 

13. His transgression] The writer refers to what is related in 1 Samuel 13:13-14; 1 Samuel 15:1-9; 1 Samuel 28:7. 

14. Enquired not of the Lord] Saul at first enquired of the Lord (1 Samuel 28:6), but on receiving no answer had recourse to the witch of Endor instead of being importunate in his supplications.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-47

David's Coronation at Hebron and his Capture of Zion
The writer, though mentioning David's crowning at Hebron, omits all description of his 7 years' reign there, and in this chapter unites with some variations and additions two sections of 2 S, viz. 2 Samuel 5:1-10 and 2 Samuel 23:8-39.

6. So Joab, etc.] This is an addition to the account in 2 Samuel 5:8.

10. Strengthened themselves] better, 'exerted themselves.'

11. The chief of the captains] another reading is 'chief of the thirty': cp. 1 Chronicles 11:15. Three hundred] 2 Samuel 23:8 has 'eight hundred,' which is preferable as representing Jashobeam's prowess as greater than Abishai's: 2 Samuel 23:20. 

12. The three mighties] The third, not here mentioned, was Shammah (2 Samuel 23:11), to whom 2 Samuel 23:13 (last-half) and 14 refer (where 'they,' 'themselves,' 'them' should be 'he,' 'himself,' 'him').

18. The host of the Philistines] i.e. the outpost at Bethlehem (1 Chronicles 11:16), not the camp in the valley of Rephaim, which was N. of Bethlehem. 

20. Chief of the three] It is difficult to make out the relations between this three, the 'three' of 1 Chronicles 11:12, and the 'thirty' of 1 Chronicles 11:15 and 1 Chronicles 11:25 and there is probably some corruption. 

25. Honourable among] RV 'more honourable than.'

47. Mesobaite] This should perhaps be corrected into from Zobah.' It is noteworthy that this list of David's 'valiant men' contains several non-Israelites: 1 Chronicles 11:39, 1 Chronicles 11:41, 1 Chronicles 11:46.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-40

Various Statistics
This chapter is entirely supplementary to what is related in 2 S, and gives particulars respecting certain companies that joined David at various times, and the numbers that came to crown David at Hebron.

2. The right hand and the left] For this faculty in connexion with Benjamin cp. Judges 3:15; Judges 20:15, Judges 20:16. Saul's brethren] i.e. fellow-tribesmen: cp. 1 Chronicles 12:29. 

4. Among the thirty] not included in the lists of 2 Samuel 23:24. 1 Chronicles 11:26., and presumably belonging to the thirty at a different period. 

8. Buckler] RV 'spear.'

14. Was over] RV 'was equal to': cp. Leviticus 26:8.

15. The first month] Nisan(=March-April), when the river was in flood after the melting of the snow. Put to flight, etc.] Their endeavours to join David were opposed on both sides of the river, but unsuccessfully. 

17. If ye.. come peaceably] The advances of a second body of deserters made David suspicious of treachery. 

18. The spirit came upon, etc.] Amasai's decision to throw in his lot with David was due, like every other wise resolve, to the inspiration of the Divine Spirit.

19. They] i.e. David and his men: see on 1 Samuel 28:1-2; 1 Samuel 29. Upon advisement] i.e. upon reflection: cp. 1 Chronicles 21:12. 

21. The band] i.e. the Amalekites who attacked and burned Ziklag during David's absence with the Philistines (1 Samuel 30).

29. Kept the ward, etc.] i.e. maintained their allegiance to Saul (2 Samuel 2), a fact which accounted for so small a number assembling at Hebron. 

32. Had understanding, etc.] possessed practical statesmanship: cp. Esther 1:13.

All their brethren] The rank and file were obedient to their chiefs. The full numbers of Issachar are not given.

39. Eating and drinking] A covenant was usually accompanied by a feast (see Genesis 31:44, Genesis 31:46), and the passage doubtless has in view a compact made between the new sovereign and his people: cp. 1 Kings 1:9. 

40. They that were nigh] i.e. relations.

The total numbers of those who assembled to crown David at Hebron, as enumerated in 1 Chronicles 12:23-40, amount to 340,822, a military force (1 Chronicles 12:23) which contrasts remarkably with the 30,000 (described as 'all the chosen men of Israel') of 2 Samuel 6:1. It is noteworthy, too, that 128,600 come from the three northern and most distant tribes, Rebulun, Naphtali, and Asher; 120,000 from the eastern tribes, Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh; and only 6,800 from Judah. Some corruption of the numbers may be suspected.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14

The Removal of the Ark from Kirjath-jearim
This chapter merely expands 2 Samuel 6:1-11, with some unimportant differences.

3. We enquired not at it] perhaps, better, 'we did not seek it,' i.e. to convey it to a place of honour: cp. 1 Chronicles 15:13.

5. Shihor of Egypt] usually employed to designate the Nile (Isaiah 23:3; Jeremiah 2:18), but here applied to the 'brook of Egypt' (Joshua 15:4), the modern El Arish, a small stream on the borders of Egypt flowing into the Mediterranean. The entering of Hemath] i.e. the defile between Lebanon and Hermon, forming the approach to Hamath from the S.

6. Whose name is called on it] better, 'who is called by the Name,' this serving as a substitute for a more explicit mention of the divine name which is disguised in Jehovah.

11. Made a breach] RV' had broken forth.' Perez-uzza] i.e. the Breach of Uzza.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-17

Hiram and David. David's Children
This chapter reproduces 2 Samuel 5:11-25 with some variations in the names of David's children, and the additional fact that David burnt the idols of the Philistines.

7. Beeliada] This name contains the title 'Baal,' which, as has been already implied (see on 1 Chronicles 8:33), had at first an innocent sense. When, later, it contracted evil associations, the names in which it occurred underwent alterations, and for Beeliada was substituted the form 'Eliada': 2 Samuel 5:16.

12. Left their gods] These had doubtless been carried into battle in the belief that they would bring success to the Philistine forces just as the Israelites carried the ark with them to the battle of Ebenezer: 1 Samuel 4:3. 

16. Gibeon] in 2 Samuel 5:25; 'Geba,' both places being close together.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-29

The transport of the Ark to Jerusalem
This chapter is parallel to 2 Samuel 6:12-23, but contains much new matter respecting the Levites who bare the ark, and the singers.

1. Pitched for it a tent] According to 1 Chronicles 16:39 the Mosaic tabernacle still existed, but the ark, since its capture by the Philistines, had not rested in it, and a new tent was now substituted to contain it. 

4. The children of Aaron] i.e. the priests. 

13. After the due order] It is implied “that the conveyance of the ark in the manner described in chapter 13 was irregular.

16. To be the singers] Singing had accompanied the ark on the first occasion (1 Chronicles 13:8), but the musical arrangements were now committed exclusively to the Levites who subsequently had charge of the music of the Temple services: 1 Chronicles 23:5; 2 Chronicles 5:12; 2 Chronicles 7:6.

18. Ben] The word means' son of,' and the name of Zechariah's father has probably been lost. The word does not occur in the corresponding lists in 1 Chronicles 15:20, 1 Chronicles 16:5. The porters] This applies only to Obededom and Jeiel.

20, 21. Alamoth.. Sheminith to excel] see Psalms 46, 12 for meaning of these musical terms. 

22. Was for song] RM 'the carrying,' i.e. of the ark. 

24. Trumpets] made of metal and straight in shape, whereas the 'cornets' of 1 Chronicles 15:28 were of rams' horns and curved in shape. Jehiah] The Jeiel of 1 Chronicles 15:18.

26. When God helped] The fact that the ark was now moved without disaster indicated that God's favour was attending those who carried it. 

27. The master of the song] better, 'the chief for carrying' (the ark): cp. 1 Chronicles 15:22. The addition with the singers is probably an interpolation.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-43

The Celebration of the Event
Only the first three vv. and the last v. of this chapter are derived from 2 Samuel 6:17-20, the rest, describing the musical arrangements, being new.

7. Delivered first, etc.] RV 'did.. first ordain to give thanks unto the Lord, by the hand of': i.e. the appointment of Asaph and his brethren to have charge of the singing dated from the day when the ark was brought to Jerusalem. The psalm that follows consists of Psalms 105:1-15; Psalms 96:1-13; Psalms 106:1, Psalms 106:47-48; The last section (1 Chronicles 16:35) seems to reflect the conditions of the exile.

22. Mine anointed] i.e. my chosen, the allusion being to the patriarchs: see Genesis 12:17; Genesis 20:3-7. 

29. The beauty of holiness] RM 'in holy array': i.e. in sacred vestments. 

35. And say ye] a liturgical direction which does not occur in Psalms 106:47.

38. With their brethren] probably the name of 'Hosah' has been lost after Obededom.

Also] better, 'even Obededom.'

39. The high place.. Gibeon] This has been mentioned previously in 1 Kings 3:4, but the presence there of the Tabernacle is here referred to for the first time.

40. The altar] This was the altar at Gibeon; there was another before the ark at Jerusalem.

41. Jeduthun] perhaps the same as the 'Ethan' of 1 Chronicles 15:17. Asaph seems to have attended upon the ark at Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16:37), whilst Heman and Jeduthun served at Gibeon.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27

David's desire to build the Temple disallowed
This chapter is almost identical with 2 Samuel 7:1-29. 

17. Hast regarded me.. degree] i.e. hast treated me with great distinction.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-17

David's Wars and Officers of State
This chapter is closely parallel to 2 Samuel 8:1-18, but with some variations in names and numbers.

1. Gath] probably meant to explain the difficult phrase 'Metheg-ammah' which occurs in 2 Samuel 8:1. Gath was independent in the time of Solomon: 1 Kings 2:39. 

3. Hadarezer] 2 Samuel 8:3 has 'Hadadezer,' which is more correct,' Hadad' being the name of a Syrian god and 'Hadadezer' being a formation parallel to 'Eliezer.'

4. An hundred chariots] RV 'for an hundred chariots.'

8. The pillars] i.e. the two columns in front of the porch of the Temple. 

12. Abishai] In Psalms 60 (title) this success is attributed to Joab, and the number of the slain is stated at 12,000.

16. Abimelech the son of Abiathar] This should be 'Abiathar the son of Abimelech': see on 1 Samuel 22:20; 2 Samuel 15:29; 2 Samuel 20:25.

17. Chief about the king] 2 Samuel 8:18; AV has 'Chief rulers,' but the RV has 'Priests.' For the latter word the Chronicler. substitutes a different expression, because the sons of David belonged not to the priestly tribe of Levi but to Judah.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-19

David's Wars with-the Ammonites and the Syrians
This chapter is parallel to 2 Samuel 10:1-19 with some differences in certain names, and a few additions.

7. Thirty and two thousand chariots] The reading is probably corrupt: in 2 Samuel 10:6 it is 'thirty two thousand footmen,' with a thousand more from Maachah (whose forces are not here numbered), no mention being made of chariots.

18. Seven thousand.. chariots.. forty thousand footmen] 2 Samuel 10:18 has 'seven hundred chariots and forty thousand horsemen.'

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-8


The Siege of Rabbah. The Slaughter of three Philistine Giants
This chapter corresponds, with some unimportant differences, to several distinct sections in 2 S, viz. 2 Samuel 11:1; 2 Samuel 12:26-31; 2 Samuel 21:18-22.

2. David took, etc.] This implies David's presence at Rabbah, and as it stands here is inconsistent with the previous verse. In 2 Samuel 12 the discrepancy is explained by a passage which Chronicles omits, relating that Joab summoned David to Rabbah and that the king went thither.

5. Elhanan the son of Jair, etc.] Both this passage and the parallel in 2 Samuel 21:19 have undergone corruption, and the true text probably had 'Elhanan the son of Jair, a Bethlehemite, slew Goliath the Gittite.' As Goliath is said in 2 Samuel 17 to have been killed by David, there seems to have been variant accounts of his death, unless there were two giants of the same name.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-30

David's numbering of the People and his Punishment
This chapter is parallel to 2 Samuel 24, but includes a few additions: see 1 Chronicles 21:6, 1 Chronicles 21:26.

1. Satan] In 2 Samuel 24:1 the Lord is said to have been angry with Israel, and to have moved David to number the people; for the Hebrews in early times did not hesitate to describe God as prompting to evil as well as to good, men being punished for one sin by being led to commit another. But in later ages the idea that God tempted men to wrong was felt to conflict with His absolute holiness; and this created the belief that temptation was the work of a spirit of malevolent character, who, though subordinate to, and attendant upon, God, was yet an adversary (lit. the 'Satan') of men, and sought to bring about their ruin (see on 1 Kings 22:21-22; Job 1:6.; Zechariah 3:1). In Job and Zechariah the name is still only a title; but in Chronicles it has become a proper name (being used without the article).

5. A thousand thousand, etc.] 2 Samuel 24:9 represents Israel as 800,000 and Judah 500,000. According to 1 Chronicles 27:24 the numbers were not entered in the official records, and they have probably undergone corruption in the course of transmission.

6. But Levi, etc.] This is not mentioned in 2 S. If the numbering of the people was due to a presumptuous reliance upon material resources, or some specific command connected with the taking of a census (e.g. Exodus 30:11-16) had been neglected, the non-inclusion of two tribes by Joab was perhaps a device to prevent the full completion of the king's purpose, in the hope of averting the evil consequences that were feared.

12. Three years' famine] This harmonises better than the 'seven years' of 2 Samuel 24:13 with the three months and three days. 

15. Ornan] in 2 Samuel 24:16; 'Araunah' or 'Ornah.'

18. The angel.. Gad] For divine communications made to prophets through angels cp. 1 Kings 13:18; 1 Kings 19:5, 1 Kings 19:7; Zechariah 1:11, etc. 

23. Meat offering] RV 'Meal offering': and so elsewhere. 

25. Six hundred shekels of gold] in 2 Samuel 24:24; 'fifty shekels of silver.'

26. Answered.. by fire] Other instances of sacrifices consumed by fire from heaven occur in Leviticus 9:24; 1 Kings 18:38; 2 Chronicles 7:1. This fact is not recorded by the writer of Samuel, but is specially mentioned by the Chronicler because the acceptance of the sacrifice was taken by David to indicate where he was to build his intended Temple, the preparations for which are described in the next chapter.

30. He was afraid] In his alarm David was loath to leave the spot where God's favour had just been renewed to him.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-19

David's Preparations for the building of the Temple
This chapter is supplementary to the narrative in the earlier books, its contents coming chronologically between 2 Samuel 24 and 1 Kings 1.

1. This is the house] This v. connects with 1 Chronicles 21:28 (1 Chronicles 21:29-30 being parenthetical). 

2. The strangers] i.e. the non-Israelite population, who were employed in forced labour upon his building projects: 2 Chronicles 2:17.

9. Solomon.. peace] Heb. Shelômôh.. Shalôm. Peace was the ideal condition appropriate for the building of God's Temple as well as for the advent of Him who was greater than the Temple: Luke 2:14.

14. In my trouble] Some render 'in spite of my trouble,' i.e. in spite of wars and other distractions. David, like other loyal servants of God, was content to pave the way for the accomplishment of a result which he himself would never witness. An hundred thousand, etc.] The weight of gold and silver is so enormous, amounting in intrinsic value to £1,025,000,000 sterling, that great exaggeration may be suspected. The gold that was received annually by Solomon was only 666 talents: 1 Kings 10:14.

19. The holy vessels] e.g. the table of shewbread, the candlesticks (or lampstands), with their lamps and snuffers, the cups, basons, and spoons, etc.

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-32

David makes Solomon King. Particulars relating to the Levites
This and the following three chapters (supplementing the earlier history) describe the arrangements made by David for the organisation of the Temple service after Solomon had been appointed his successor. The incidents relating to this last event, which are recorded in 1 Kings 1, are omitted by the writer, who passes over all David's domestic troubles.

3. From the age of thirty years] This limit is given in Numbers 4:3, but 'twenty-five' is fixed in Numbers 8:24, possibly having in view different and lighter duties. By their polls] i.e. by heads. 

9. Shimei] This was a fourth son of 'Laadan,' not the 'Shimei' of 1 Chronicles 23:7, 1 Chronicles 23:10, who was Laadan's brother, II. Zizah] the 'Zina' of 1 Chronicles 23:10. Jeush.. Beriah] These together constituted a third 'course' belonging to the house of the elder Shimei, RV 'they became a fathers' house in one reckoning.'

14. His sons.. Levi] i.e. the sons of Moses were reckoned as Levites, not (like the sons of Aaron) as priests.

24. From the age of twenty years] David, at the end of his reign (1 Chronicles 23:27), seems to have lowered the limit of age (see 1 Chronicles 23:3) above which the Levites entered on their duties, and his regulations were observed in subsequent times: 2 Chronicles 31:17; Ezra 3:8. 

27. By the last words] better, 'in the Last Acts,' i.e. a history of the closing part of his reign. 

29. For all.. size] i.e. for dispensing the various quantities used for the different offerings (as in Exodus 29:40;).

31. The set feasts] These were the festivals of the Passover, Unleavened Bread, Weeks, and Tabernacles; for the number of victims appointed for each occasion see Numbers 28, 29.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-31

The Courses of the Sons of Aaron
1. Divisions.. Aaron] i.e. courses of the priests, corresponding to the course of the Levites described in 1 Chronicles 23:6. 

3. Abimelech] an error (through an accidental omission) for 'Abiathar son of Abimelech,' and so in 1 Chronicles 23:31.

4. Chief men] i.e. heads of families or clans (the 'principal households' of 1 Chronicles 24:6).

6. Ahimelech the son of Abiathar] to be corrected into 'Abiathar son of Ahimelech.'

19. These were the orderings, etc.] i.e. the order in which they succeeded one another in attendance at the Temple had been determined by Aaron.

20. And the rest of the sons of Levi, etc.] The section 1 Chronicles 24:20-30 gives the names of the representatives of the 'courses' of Levites enumerated in 1 Chronicles 23:6., but with the omission of the 'courses' of the Gershonites: 1 Chronicles 23:7-11.

26. Beno] This is not a proper name, but means 'his son,' Jaaziah being a third son of Merari. 

29. Kish] another son of Mahli: see 1 Chronicles 23:21. 

31. Over against] better, 'equally with.'

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-31

Particulars respecting the Singers
1. Separated to the service] RV 'separated for the service certain of the sons,' etc. Jeduthun] as in 1 Chronicles 16:41, this name takes the place of 'Ethan' in other lists: 1 Chronicles 6:44; 1 Chronicles 15:17. Prophesy] see on 1 Chronicles 25:5. And the number.. was] The sentence is interrupted, and continued in 1 Chronicles 25:7.

3. Six] only five names are given, but the LXX adds a sixth, 'Shimei': cp. 1 Chronicles 25:17.

5. The king's seer] Music and singing were often associated with prophecy (cp. 1 Samuel 10:5), and conversely the Temple singers are here accounted seers: cp. 'prophesy,' 1 Chronicles 25:5. In the words of God] better. 'in matters pertaining to God': cp. 1 Chronicles 26:32. To lift up the horn] i.e. the number of Heman's sons enhanced his dignity: cp. Psalms 89:17.

8. They cast lots, etc.] The wards of Asaph alternated with an equal number of wards of Jeduthun until they were exhausted; then the rest of Jeduthun's wards alternated with an equal number of Heman's and finally the residue of Heman's followed in unbroken succession.

11. Izri] Some of the names in 1 Chronicles 25:9-31 differ slightly from those that occur in 1 Chronicles 25:2-4, 'Izri' being the 'Zeri' of 1 Chronicles 25:3,'Jesharelah' the 'Asarelah' of 1 Chronicles 25:2, and 'Azareel' the 'Uzziel' of 1 Chronicles 25:4.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-32

Particulars respecting various Temple Officials
1. The divisions of the porters] i.e. the courses of the gate-keepers or sentries who stood on guard at the entrances of the Temple. They were drawn from three families, Meshelemiah (the 'Shallum' of 1 Chronicles 9:19), Obededom, and Hosah. Asaph] the 'Ebiasaph' of 1 Chronicles 9:19. 

5. For God blessed him] see 1 Chronicles 13:14. The blessing consisted in the number of his children: cp. Genesis 1:28; Genesis 24:60.

13. For every gate] Though the Temple was not yet built, David is regarded as having settled the plan of it: see 1 Chronicles 28:11. 

14. Shelemiah] the 'Meshelemiah' of 1 Chronicles 28:1, 1 Chronicles 28:2. 

15. The house of Asuppim] RV 'the storehouse,' and so in 1 Chronicles 28:17.

16. To Shuppim and] the name Shuppim is an accidental repetition of the previous 'Asuppim.' To each of the three families of porters were allotted the gates on one of the four sides of the house, the gates on the fourth side being assigned to the eldest son of Meshelemiah. The gate Shallecheth has not been identified. The causeway] some road leading up the Temple hill.

18. Parbar] RM 'the Precinct,' possibly a colonnade or portico. 

25. His brethren] i.e. his cousins. 

27. Out of the spoils] So in Joshua's time, the spoils of Jericho were put into the treasury of the Lord: Joshua 6:24.

30. On this side Jordan westward] RV 'beyond Jordan westward': an expression which indicates that the writer did not live in Palestine. 

31. Jazer of Gilead] a town in the territory of God: Joshua 13:25; Joshua 21:39.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-34

Particulars respecting various Military Officers
This c., as distinguished from the four preceding chapters which describe David's ecclesiastical officials, relates to his secular officers.

1. Which came.. out] i.e. relieved each other in turn: cp. 2 Chronicles 23:8. For particulars concerning several of the officers mentioned in the following vv. see 1 Chronicles 11. 

3. Of the children, etc.] Rv'He was of the children of Perez, the chief of,' etc. 

4. Dodai] The words 'Eleazar son of' have been lost: cp. 2 Chronicles 11:12.

5. A chief priest] RV 'of Jehoiada the priest, chief.'

16. Over the tribes] In the following list Gad and Asher are omitted, and the Aaronites are distinguished from the Levites. 

18. Elihu] the 'Eliab' of 1 Chronicles 2:13; 1 Samuel 16:6. 

23. From twenty years old and under] In Numbers 1:3 it is laid down that those required for military service should be above this age.

25. Over the king's treasures] The account implies that David had large private estates as well as considerable accumulations of treasure. Some of his possessions may have formed part of what the king could claim from the nation in virtue of his position (cp. 1 Samuel 8:14-15), or may have been given him freely by his subjects (cp. 1 Samuel 10:27), but the bulk was doubtless derived from his successful wars (see 1 Samuel 30:20; 2 Samuel 8:6-8). The lands in the low plains (1 Chronicles 27:28) were probably in part taken from the Philistines. Castles] better, 'towers' to shelter the herdmen and serve as look-outs.

27. Over the increase, etc.] better, 'over the wine-cellars which were in the vineyards.'

28. The sycomore trees] not the English tree that goes by this name, but one that bears a fig-like fruit. The low plains] RV 'Lowland': a name applied to the downs that extend from the central hills to the maritime plain.

32. David's uncle] better, 'David's nephew': see 1 Chronicles 20:7. 

34. Jehoiada the son of Benaiah] probably to be corrected to 'Benaiah the son of Jehoiada': cp. 1 Chronicles 18:17.

Some of the names mentioned in this chapter belonged to periods much earlier than David's closing years, for Asahel (1 Chronicles 27:7) was killed before David became king at Jerusalem (2 Samuel 2:14), and Ahithophel killed himself in the course of Absalom's rebellion: 2 Samuel 17:23.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-21

David's last Directions
2. The footstool of our God] i.e. the Mercy Seat: 2 Samuel 6:2; Psalms 132:7. 

5. The throne of the kingdom of the Lord] cp. 1 Chronicles 17:14; 1 Chronicles 29:23. Israel's kings were the Lord's vicegerents and representatives: He was their true ruler. 

7. If he be constant] The continuance of God's favour was conditional upon continued obedience, and the writer, living after the exile, knew how the condition had been violated.

11. The pattern] The pattern of the Tabernacle is similarly stated to have been communicated to Moses by God: Exodus 25:9, Exodus 25:40. The houses] the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place: see 1 Kings 6. Treasuries.. upper chambers] probably the side-chambers, described in 1 Kings 6:5, of which there were three storeys.

Inner parlours] perhaps the lowest of the side-chambers.

12. By the spirit] i.e. by revelation. The chambers round about] perhaps detached buildings constructed round the courts that enclosed the Temple. 

15. Candlesticks] better 'lampstands,' and so elsewhere. Ten are mentioned in 1 Kings 7:49, but only one in 2 Chronicles 13:11. 

16. The tables] Ten are alluded to again in 2 Chronicles 4:8, but only a single table is mentioned in 1 Kings 7:48; 2 Chronicles 13:11; 2 Chronicles 29:18. 

18. The chariot of the cherubims] RV 'the chariot, even the cherubim': cp. Psalms 18:10; Ezekiel 1, Ezekiel 10:8. 

20. He will not fail thee] A similar assurance of God's constant aid was given to Jacob and Joshua: Genesis 28:15; Joshua 1:5.

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-30


David's Offerings, Thanksgiving, and Death
1. The palace] The word in the original is more strictly applicable to the fortress which was attached to the Second Temple (Nehemiah 2:8) and afterwards called the tower of Antonia, but here and in 1 Chronicles 29:19 is employed of Solomon's Temple.

3. Of mine own proper good] RV 'a treasure of mine own.'

4. Three thousand, etc.] The weights here named, as in many other places in Chronicles, are incredibly large, amounting in value to £21,320,000 of our money.

7. Drams] The dram (Gk. drachma) was ½ shekel; and the value (according to the early Hebrew weights) of all the gold mentioned in this v. would be about £30,760,000, and of the silver about £4,100,000.

10. And David said] David in his prayer recognised that it was not in his, or any man's, power to add to God's glory. The building of the Temple could only manifest his and his people's devotion and gratitude for the goodness which had bestowed such wealth upon them. 

15. None abiding] better, 'no hope of abiding.'

20. Worshipped the.. king] cp. Psalms 45:11. The same kind of prostrations were made both in divine worship and in paying respect to the sovereign.

22. The second time] The 'first time' is only described at length in 1 Kings 1:39, though the writer of Chronicles alludes to it in 1 Chronicles 23:1.

Zadok. to be priest] This seems to anticipate the promotion which Zadok received when Solomon, after David's death, deposed Abiathar: 1 Kings 2:27. 

30. The times that went over him] i.e. the fortunes that befell him.

